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Propositions 
 
“Cotton, control, and continuity in disguise: 
The political economy of agrarian transformation in lowland Tajikistan” 
 
Irna Hofman 
  
1. Cotton is a female crop 
 
2. The univocal answer to Tajikistan’s agrarian question is freedom to farm 
 
3. For lack of better terms, “post-socialism” continues to be relevant to classify agrarian change in 
contemporary Central Asia 
 
4. The Soviet legacy inhibits the development of agrarian capitalism in contemporary Tajikistan 
 
5. The One Belt One Road represents a third wave of colonialism in Central Asia 
 
6. “Fast fashion” can only be sustained by the exploitation of rural men and women and our planet’s resources 
 
7. Slavery and labour bondage endure in contemporary societies regardless of borders, laws and institutions: 
capitalism thrives on inequalities  
  
8. Ethnographies of post-conflict societies cannot omit legacies of the conflict   
 
9. A political economy of agrarian change equals a political economy of uneven development 
 
10. Marx was at least partially right: Central Asian peasants equal a sack of potatoes  
 
11. A “land grab” can be a development opportunity 
 
12. Persistence wins 
 
13. Indeed, as Weill and Brecht have said: Food first, then morality   
